LINDSAY is a researcher
specializing in the care and
evaluation of patients with
neuromuscular disorders, is a
principal investigator in the
Center for Biobehavioral Health
and an assistant professor of
Pediatrics at The Ohio State
University. Dr Alfano serves an
integral role in planning and
designing clinical trials and contributes to protocol
development, outcome measure selection, statistical
analysis, and interpretation for ongoing clinical trials

Dr Lindsay Alfano | Dublin, USA - Mentee 2024

within the Jerry R. Mendell Center for

Gene Therapy and throughout the wider
research community. Dr Alfano serves on an
international consortium of neuromuscular
physical therapy experts that provide industry-
standard training and reliability for multisite
international trials. Her research goals focus on
characterizing the natural history of rare and
ultra rare diseases, achieving clinical trial
readiness, as well as developing and
promoting optimal assessment tools to
measure change in movement abilities while
minimizing the burden of study participation.

Dr Teresa Gerhalter | Graz, Austria - Mentee 2025

TERESA is a researcher with

a biomedical engineering back-
ground in the Department of
Neurology at the Medical
University of Graz (Austria),
where she is establishing a new
research group dedicated to
neuromuscular imaging.

With more than a decade of
international experience spanning
the Institute of Myology in Paris, Universitétsklinikum
Erlangen, Charité Berlin, and NYU Langone Health, her
work focuses on developing innovative quantitative MRI

Dr Margherita Giannini | Strasbourg, France -

MARGHERITA is an Italian

MD PhD, rheumatologist and
physiologist, working in
inflammatory myopathies (IM)
clinical and translational research
in Physiology department of the
Strasbourg University Hospital
(France), in the Prof. Alain Meyer
research group. During her PhD,
taking advantage of IM preclinical
models, she elucidated the mechanism of glucocorticoids
therapeutic effect in IM. Her research projects aim to

biomarkers to better understand disease
mechanisms and progression in neuromuscu-
lar disorders. Her work spans both preclinical
and clinical studies in Duchenne, Becker, and
facioscapulohumeral muscular dystrophy, and
she currently leads a DFG-funded research
project investigating ion homeostasis in
dystrophic muscle using ultra-high-field MRI.
She is actively engaged in the neuromuscular
community through mentoring, international
workshop organisation, and her role as Chair
of the Environmental Sustainability Committee
of the World Muscle Society.

Mentee 2023

understand the molecular mechanisms specific
of IM subgroups to develop dedicated
treatments based on pathophysiology.
Margherita has been recently named Associate
Professor in Physiology at the University of
Strasbourg, and she co-supervises several
students in the lab at the Biomedicine
Research Centre (CRBS) in Strasbourg.

Dr Clara Gontijo Camelo | Sao Paulo, Brazil - Mentee 2025

CLARA is a pediatric neurologist
at the Faculty of Medicine of the
University of Sdo Paulo, Brazil.
She is currently pursuing her
postdoctoral research at the
same institution. She combines
her clinical practice with active
involvement in research,
including participation in
sponsor-initiated clinical trials.
Her PhD work focused on genotype-phenotype
correlations in congenital muscular dystrophies.

Her research interests center on characterizing
the natural history of rare and ultra-rare
diseases, advancing clinical trial readiness, and
developing and promoting optimal standards
of care for affected patients.

Lindsay’s mid-career mentors
are Prof. A. Beggs,

Prof. U. Schara-Schmidt and
Prof. K. Wagner.

Teresa’s mid-career mentors
are Prof. C. Gagnon and
Prof. M. Pennuto.

Margherita’s mid-career mentors

are Prof. O. Benveniste and
Dr A. Mammen.

Clara’s mid-career mentors
are Prof. H. Jungbluth and
Prof. U. Schara-Schmidt.



Dr Saskia Houwen | Nijmegen, The Netherlands - Mentee 2023

SASKIA is a paediatric
rehabilitation physician in the
neuromuscular centre of the
Radboud University Medical
Centre in the Netherlands. She
combines her clinical tasks with
research activities, under which
sponsored initiated clinical trials.
Her PhD has focused on future
perspectives of adult males with
DMD and on females with dystrophinopathy. Her research
is characterized by the impact of disease signs and

symptoms on social participation and how to
support the resilience of people with NMD
and their families. Her aim is to interweave
care activities with her research, in which
barriers in care situations are the base for new
research proposals and research results are
directly implemented in the care situation for
all children with NMD. She is a board member
of the Duchenne Center of the Netherlands
and the working group of Dutch rehabilitation
physicians working with NMD, and is World
Muscle Society Program Committee member.

Dr Felix Kleefeld | Bochum, Germany - Mentee 2025

FELIX is a neurologist specialized
in neuromuscular disorders who
combines clinical work with
experimental research to investi-
gate inflammatory and hereditary
myopathies. He developed his
clinical and myopathological
expertise during his training and
clinician-scientist activities at
Charité Berlin, and expanded his
experimental focus through multi-omic and mitochondrial
studies during his research stay at the University of

Cambridge. Supported by a DFG Walter
Benjamin Fellowship, he now holds a dual
affiliation with the BG University Hospital
Bergmannsheil in Bochum and the University
of Cambridge, pursuing translational research
while remaining closely involved in patient
care. His work aims to link clinical pheno-
typing with molecular data to advance
mechanism-based therapeutic strategies for
neuromuscular disorders.

Dr Mauro Monforte | Rome, Italy - Mentee 2025

MAURO is a neurologist (MD,
PhD) with a particular interest

in the use of imaging techniques
for the characterization and
longitudinal follow-up of muscle
disorders, especially facioscapulo-
humeral muscular dystrophy
(FSHD). He is a physician and
group leader at the Fondazione
Policlinico Universitario A. Gemelli
IRCCS, and a researcher at the Catholic University of the
Sacred Heart in Rome, Italy. He is actively involved in

several international research collaborations
and network initiatives aimed at advancing
diagnostic tools, promoting the use of
imaging within the neuromuscular communi-
ty, facilitating earlier intervention and
improving clinical trial readiness. In recent
years, Mauro has also developed growing
expertise in artificial intelligence and is
currently working on projects applying
machine learning approaches to muscle
imaging to model and forecast disease
trajectories for prognostic purposes.

Dr Karlien Mul | Nijmegen, The Netherlands - Mentee 2025

KARLIEN is a neurologist (MD,
PhD) at the Radboud university
medical center (The Netherlands),
specialized in neuromuscular
disorders with a focus on
myotonic dystrophy and
facioscapulohumeral dystrophy.
Her work bridges clinical care,
outcome measure development,
natural history research, and
therapy development. She leads several investigator-
initiated and industry-sponsored clinical studies aimed

at improving the assessment of disease progression and

treatment effects in neuromuscular disorders.
Karlien contributes to national and inter-
national efforts to strengthen clinical trial
readiness, including guideline development
and methodological work on outcome
measures. She supervises PhD candidates,
medical students and residents, and is
committed to training the next generation of
clinicians and scientists in the neuromuscular
field. Her research vision centers on generating
robust evidence that advances therapy
development while reducing patient burden.

Saskia’s mid-career mentors
are Mrs S. Foye and
Prof. C. Gagnon.

Felix’s mid-career mentors
are Dr A. Mammen and
Prof. B. Smeets.

Mauro’s mid-career mentors
are Prof. H. Lochmiiller and
Prof. K. Wagner.

Karlien’s mid-career mentors
are Dr T. Meier and
Prof. V. Straub.
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PIERA is a dynamic principal
investigator at the Myology
Institute in Paris (France), leads
a diverse group of researchers
dedicated to the study of motor
neuron diseases. With a deep
interest in the epigenetic regula-
tion of these conditions, she
employs advanced multi-omics
technologies to identify potential
therapeutic targets. In 2020, Dr Smeriglio’s exceptional
work was recognized with the prestigious EU

Marie Sktodowska-Curie postdoctoral
fellowship, furthering her research into the
complex epigenetic factors influencing motor
neuron diseases.

As a tenured research scientist at INSERM
since 2022, Dr Smeriglio is committed to
translating laboratory discoveries into clinical
applications, promoting a seamless integration
of research and patient care. She also places a
strong emphasis on mentoring the next
generation of scientists.

Dr Rhonda Taylor | Perth, Australia - Mentee 2025

RHONDA is a researcher at the
Harry Perkins Institute of Medical
Research, specialising in pre-
clinical development of treat-
ments for congenital myopathies.
Her team has two main aims;

(1) developing new cell, organoid
and humanised animal models to
better understand muscle disease,
and (2) designing new treatments
for muscle disease, which can be tested in these patient-
centric models. She has been awarded several grants,

collaborates with world leading scientists,
actively engages with patients and consumer
advocacy groups, and is committed to
research integrity. Ultimately, her career goal
is to translate her research into better health
outcomes for patients.

Piera’s mid-career mentors
are Prof. A. Aartsma-Rus and
Dr A. Beggs.

Rhonda’s mid-career mentors
are Prof. A. De Luca and
Prof. E. Hoffman.



